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The plantation estate known as Goodwood is located on

 a tract of land which was originally part of the Lafayette.

grant, Supposedly completed in 1839, the house was begun in
1834 for Bryan H. Croom by architect George Anderson. The
house is constructed on massive but simple lines, built in

. Georgian style, and of square design. On the grounds of

this estate were once found a private race track, formal
English gardens, bridle paths, and winding carriage drives,

: Numerous out-buildings surround the principal structure
at Goodwood. Among these are included seven guest cottages—-
modern stucco buildings which replaced the original wooden
structures. A barn replaced the original carriage house
during extensive reconstruction work completed in 1913 by

. the owner, Mrs. Fannie Tiers who also is responsible for
" replacement of the original tower on the hcuse, as well as

‘numerous other alterations. The carriage house, a frame

. structure, once was surrounded by three stables. One of the

_.stables was later converted to living quarters for servants.

- A water tower, approximately 65 feet high, and a carriage
house containing a large electric clock make up the remaining
outlying buildings found on the estate. . Acreage of the
property including only the house and outlying buildings is
estimated at 9 acres; while the estate in its entirety covers
a total of 150 acres.

Reconstruction on the original mansion was begun in 1912
and said to have been completed in 1913. Among the altera-
tions made were removal of iron grille work and replacement
with columns to support the front porch; an addition to the
back of the house for use as a kitchen; replacement of the
original cupola with one in octagonal shape which resembles
the one at Mount Vernon; and numerous structural changes

such as removal of some doors leading outside., The original '
" "kitchen was situated northwest of the mansion, and this

"building now serves as an additional cottage.

The two-story house includes a basement and attic. The

exterior is constructed of brick covered with cement stucco
to simulate stonework. Exterior walls are two feet thick,

and in some cases, three feet thick. Hand hewn timber which

was used in the construction adds interest to the house.
"The main portion of the house is approximately 55 feet
square, with exterior bearing walls and two longitudinal
interior bearing partitions which form a central hall on the
‘ground floor and define circulation space on the second and
third floors. On the ground floor, living spaces were
planned as formal reception room and parlor on one side of
the central hallway, and dining room and library on the
other." The facade consists of a veranda which ektends
across the front and columns which rise one story. The
entrance is flanked by three columns on each side. Above
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7. Description

the paneled central door, with one window on either side, is

a rectangular transom.. The door, of heart pine, contains
rectangular lights and features silver hinges. The house also
features a spindle~type balustrade across the entire front at
both levels. A centrally located pavilion with double doors
and half-moon transom at the second level terminates in a
classic pediment and fan light. A modillioned cornice en-
circles the house below the roof line, and is repeated inside
the pediment.

- The building has a hip roof, with the ridge cut off to

. form a flat deck which is surrounded by a balustrade. Atop
the deck is found the octagonal cupola added by Mrs. Tiers.

A central entrance hall which measures approximately 50
feet in length is a notable feature of the house. The ellip-
"tical shaped staircase which is made of rosewood is located
at one side of the hall, and with rooms located on each side
of the central hallway, the floor plan is symmetrical. The
stair extends from the first floor to the attic and is both
curved and straight. It contains niches supposedly for the
placement of candles, was made by English craftsmen,

Frescoed ceilings in the downstairs rooms were the work.
of European artists, and remain in remarkably good .condition
today. The second floor consists of a central hall and five
bedrooms, with bathrooms which were later addltions. .Each
room contains an Itallan marble flreplace. : )
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

) The land on which Goodwood stands is a part of the
township granted to General Lafayette in appreciation of

his assistance to the United States during the Revolutionary
War. In 1834, the land granted to Lafayette was sold by
his heirs and was purchased by Hardy Bryan Croom. Croom's
brother, Bryan H, Croom also purchased extensively in the
Leon County, and Gadsden County areas. The estate known as
Goodwood was parceled into sections 20, 27, 28 and 29 of
township 1N, range lE~~the Lafayette Township. Because of
indecision related to a permanent settlement on the property,
one brother and his family went north and on return were
~drowned. The surviving brother, Bryan H, Croom became in-
volved in a lengthy lawsuit in which another relative chal-
lenged Bryan's claim to the estate. Apparently during the

+

occupied the house at Goodwood. The litigation was finally
settled in 1858 and Miss Henrietta Smith was declared the
legal heir of the property. (The Croom~Smith-~Armistead

suit as filed in Supreme Court records is a significant legal
~action since from this litigation came the "first-impression"
decision which determines the survivorship-rights in event
of a common disaster at sea.)

house then passed on to a Dr. W.L. Arrowsmith, a man of
mystery and an Englishman whose adventures add an air of
excitement to the history of the house. It was Arrowsmith
who supposedly added many furnishings and objects of artis-
tic interest which came from Europe. After Arrowsmith died,-
the house was sold to a Mrs. Fanny Tiers, supposedly one

of the richest women in the world at that time (1911). Mrs.
Tiers made many of the changes noted at Goodwood today. In:
1924-1925 the house was again sold--this time to Senator
and Mrs. W.C. Hodges. Mrs. Hodges remarried, after her
husband died and continues to occupy Goodwood with her
husband, Thomas Hood.

The estate itself was designed in many ways as a selfw
sustaining village. The family had only to step outside the
front door of the house for various forms of entertajnment,

b

legal entanglements which spanned a twenty year period, Bryan‘

The house was sold by Miss Smith to Arvah Hopkins. The .-
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8. Significance

A private race track was a part of the estate's attractions;
formal English gardens were in abundance on the estate; bridle
paths and winding carriage drives made up some of the other
features., '

Due to the hospitality of the Hodges, the house became a
haven for legislators during their stay in Tallahassee.
Senator and Mrs. Hodges welcomed their guests frequently and
warmly and the house has continued to maintain an air of ‘grand
hospltallty up to the present tlme. :

3
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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National Register,

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

o ammeme o ——

I

e . . b
R AL

SNO1LONHLSNI

438

GPO 901 087



{173

. » Form 10-2000 UNITED STATES [*TMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE q
Wuly 1969) NATiO PARK $ERVICE Florida
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |Sountv
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Leon
FOR NPS USE ONLY
! ENTRY NUMBER PATE

{Continuation Sheet}

(Number all entries)

9. ﬁibliography

Close, Bernard W. "Leon County Homes and Buildings."” (Florida
State University Clippings) Letters te the Custodian of
Goodwood, July 19, 1939.

Dodd, Dorothy. "The Steamboats Home and Pulaska," Paper read
before Tallahassee Historical Society, Tallahassee, Floriday
May, 1953.

"Goodwood-~An Architect's Viewpoint," Tallahassee Democrat,
September 22, 1946; August 7, 1966.

-Henry, Evelyn Whitfield. "Old Houses of Tallahassee,"™ Talla-

.. hassee Historical Society Annual, I (February, 193%).

Leon County Records, Leon County Courthouse, Tallahassee,
Florida. Office of the Clerk of the Circuit Court.
(Subgroup: deeds). )

Leon County Records, Leon County Courthouse, Tallahassee,
Florida. Office of.the Tax Assessor. - :

" Pratt, Dorothy and Richard. A Guide. to Early American Homes,

o South. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1956.

St. Petersburg Morning News (Florida), January 24, 1926.

‘Tallahassee, Florida. Personal interview (by Mary K. Evans)
with Mr. and -Mrs. Thomas Hood. September and. November,

S 1971. ‘ R o _ .




R S o . .. . _ , o
47 . e - LENS
‘h' “ .{ s ' ." . .
' 31 From A Guide to Early American Hcme% - South by Dorothy and . Richard
 Pratt (pubushed 1956) . - | .
: Lo T T 3 .
foodreed (1839) ‘_';-;?5:: S N jj}_ﬁi-:,f

- N Built by Bryan Croom 1n 1839, "Goodwoodﬁ vas four ye“rs in the ;

':f,::- buildinb.Cree: somt to How York for hig bricac, doors, amd wimdows,r

| "_, ,ga aed his -zastos cafﬁcateq, wi%ﬁ ‘thio holp of hié slaves, did tha -
work. Ho livca caly fcmr years to’ cnjey.$t for ho &gd his . fadﬂly -
were drornﬂd =V I %rip to ch York, "he crcat noufq9 built ﬁ uare on
aimpla liﬁps’ hao unuaually pleasinb p?an@?tiﬁaas tho detall ia 80 ;
rqstrained that‘y@u hafdly roulize 1ta 83&09 The éelicate columms - - -
gupport an open gallery, _both porchea ore gra@ofully ralled. There |
45 an octogonal cupola 11Le ‘that of. loung Vezacm, In. point of foot,,

?[.}'; = tho houge ig i:aensa, for the ecatral hail’ is ode- hundred feet leng.

..‘f THeavy cahogogy dogrs swing on. silvcr ni&ggs ehd are capped by

i fanlightae Tho coili? 5 @f draQUhg rocm amd 1ibrary were frogsesd .-

‘-b‘.'i-

g By 8 Fbonch L?tiag Sﬁa t g\iat is. stail ?o:azkchly frewn, Lﬁfﬂrq.nb |
R : windows } - v
511 ¢ho wvide Promeh - L FIITOR. the d"‘ihg r@om, G- deli@ate tracery of

,*.; gf ire3 balcony 48 visible. L@gnifucent gﬁlt dirrora anﬂ win&sw eornices
-0dd tholr richness to the Victorian dce@r. Thia hcuse haa a- Tcpatation

o f; fax lav$ah hespitalitye At c:a time it Lﬂd its c“d N3G trr*’ﬂf¥'F' E

L et o

\
. - . . .
. 3 H .. . . .2
x i ' . . 3 o . i
[ I LI . ; . - . "'. ll . . .',; .
-t

Gut inco fow pictu&o ‘of - Cosdrsbﬂ - ck fea b 3t iﬂ»&@ic; ata b ‘ ﬁ»

- v

.{': of .tho Visloriom varloty. Th“ﬁ you-visit Coeduoed 4n 1alluhza.wa,
even ﬁhcuuh its extorier in a Late Col@ﬁi&l style pny pot ivdieate
the chgrmiﬁgly reoantie rooas within . :Zf , gf:, o L

R T
R i . .,'; . .-,""

. . .. r .. . + ) - - r
. w . .
L - . . x . vt . B , : . .
4 . A .. ) . . . . Clar e
R B Lt e -, . . 5 i . . . .




.. -
et el e

. r . oot R . ' _'r. S .‘,. '.
b From "The Steamboats Home ahd Pulaski " by Dorothy Dodd, read to
. the Tallshasseo Hiatorical Society May 14, 1953 - R b,_ i
Codeln e | e e :
'1I. i‘v s ““.- A s
Yot “General Croem . (General Hilliam Croom,” father of Bryan Crocm and ,
,J,Iﬁardy Bryan Croom) established plantin 1nterests 1n Badsden county, 1115
‘Elorida in 1826, in which year Bryan Croom, brother of Hardy B.
~ Croom, came to Florida and. ebtablished nis home, vhich he called i I
"Rocky Cemfort,“ in Gadsden_eauﬂty.rHe later bullt "Goodwood™ in .
. ~Leon Countyl® R :i o __— e
P : o ' TEag e
T bl ey s . ’ * . R v-g..«}l:'l-o-r PR e P
:.', . { L B L ) .o . . q 5 Y n“_.:.i
] 13;"::! "{_." AL e e e : k‘u_u“i-i - t*':::’ i
'T {" ' ' ’ . . det, e P
x‘ :-.“_lh.’ - j{-’ ' ,g_ R LA AT atep -~.'¢‘!?4.‘:§.', .‘ R . g]

F?nm an articlo in Antiques ﬁagazine, July,

1953, by Anthony
Ha?rigan and lary Longr Davis - ' S

e The original omer of Goodwrod was Bryon Croom, who éame
iy %@ Fl@?iﬁa froo Forth Caxolina. Ho arrived with a contingent og
N i ' ,: o
slavea and soen estoblishod @ plmmtation on Rossy Confort C?CC$g oL
Gadsden Coumty. He also purchased land around Tallahasqee rheﬂ the " -
. .Lnfayette Grant lond was put up for gale., Goodwood oréginally’
f; ““-&allcﬂ Lews%cnd, wQs brcurht o ccmpleticﬁ 1ﬂ tnotleeo*s..uja 3,4.2}%.;
15-; .1# Voo To cahegeny ntnircase, tho worh 0? an Erdlish oraft t_mgi;
o has nichas for ccadles, o .{- ‘ ':f‘_ :  .j i o
i ' - An interesting fosturg of Goe&rcoa ia forﬁer times waog' the ‘
p?ivnta ragotrack, " |
’ ) . ¢ .' [ r
"”7_\' f » ~ H ' : : y 4 (‘ . ". ' E
: S N -‘ “ ~ .4 . l . LA s 11
Ve M ’, . ; L. T
At ! : o e .y
. ks 3: [




ﬂ{// «ZZL%/ /ZC/ /9(_8{,4’_.// 0@%{;//&7/ QZC,C// /fg?

? ‘E'T;LJ,J.FT’J'?(\{ ) | ’i R f .":',;,

- rA . - b }.

" =7’1‘ IV {,uj"r H\ Ve Do !}J,-JJ[-. WA
i _ i 1 '

.,{‘ }/'Y’f(,\;, l‘__?y I 004 ,Lw dim Os,‘u ""13/« ({’“_/ i{lﬂ

\DML / NI "JUAQK \W I w\ wanial i

/11 |

oML dju, ’f‘\"/ S '\_4. ‘”W;/w jl Q}an/
kot 2, SIS [ -\'-j?wi-:--f fa !\_.Hr- SUR IV S

St

: - YOSOAR
" LU '( VS av'w ‘f/.“( A ﬂ \,‘,,;f,l,,\ (A2 \[’ e *'J -‘F'*T_{:'hjf-i‘-"

TR i Y
JF‘” STEG s N ww-—x-mﬂv--»— 4 hanlieer perdl
Iy
e Wt M:%‘M % dndh tnmies o Ha - sbi

. Il . 1 ,'r. o ; . ”I .
eV Decain 00 fe s I dlerins s 9 R

’
£ . r.-‘,"‘- - " . ’ T ! ’ s
SIS B WA ) S} VN ':\ S AYE (\_{“!{.‘.,.‘.—' /'15LJ A

A el ﬁfi U I oy,
Al U T T s N L S A -*) A7 AT

. ., .. o Ny :
AN VIR WP IEHGR % A 87 Ay VS R (T,

i 'y
ot xeploma g 0lins gud AT A
LR VR G E P Y & ‘\'Lr Wl fueads e
. ' |
L“-‘,'» ...! -‘-‘ :‘—-\ ‘-ja.'*-"/: {\ \v\!\/ ’:.—:-:)




United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE:
801 19TH STRELET NW.
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20006

IN REPLY REFER TOD February 11, 1972
H34-HR '

Mr. Robert Williams

Director

Division of Archives, History &
Records Management

Department of State

401 East Gaines Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32304

Dear Mr. Williams:

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of the nomination to the Office
of Archeology and Historic Preservation on 2/9/72.

Fort Cooper , San Pedro-y San Pablo de Patale
Catherine Street Fire Station Tarpon Springs Sponge Exchange
Red Banks Plantation Weeden (Weedon) Island Site
Riverside Baptist Church The Casenments
Raney (David G.) House South Florida Military College
Trinity Episcopal Church Headquarters, Florida Federation of Art
Wirick-Simmons House S Ponce de Leon Inlet Lighthouse
Smith Mansion St. Marks Lighthouse
The Grove ' Bok Tower
/¥§godwood

When the property has been placed on the National Register you will
receive a copy of the Congressional notification. .

*Sincerely yours,

William -J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National
‘Register
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